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THE 1926 
PHILADELPHIA 
EXPOSITION…

A cavalry regiment marches beneath a 
giant electrified reproduction of the 
Liberty Bell at the fair. (Note the 
scaffolding.)
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Rhymes strongly with 
modern consumer culture





Rhymes with smart phone 
(and ease of communication)?



AFFLUENCE & OPTIMISM

James Van Der Zee, 

“Portrait of a Couple” (1924)



The “father of 

public relations,” 

Edward Bernays 

with Doris 

Fleischman 

Bernays, c. 1930



The “father of 

public relations,” 

Edward Bernays 

with Doris 

Fleischman 

Bernays, c. 1930

 Rhymes with the 
psychology of the endless scroll on 

today’s social media?



YOUTH CULTURE…



YOUTH CULTURE…

Rhymes with concerns over AI chatbots
(no part of this presentation was generated or assisted by 

AI)



JOHN HELD JR. FEBRUARY 18, 1926, USA (LEFT)

FRANK X. LEYENDECKER, 2 FEBRUARY, 1922 
(BELOW)



MATTITA SUIT AD, 1927 (LEFT)

JAMES VAN DER ZEE, “COUPLE, HARLEM,” 1932 (ABOVE)



THE JAZZ AGE

Block Brothers Studio, “St. 

Louis Cotton Club Band,” c. 

1925. 

Missouri History Museum



THE JAZZ AGE

Block Brothers Studio, “St. 

Louis Cotton Club Band,” c. 

1925. 

Missouri History Museum
Rhymes with continued 

hope for equality in the U.S. 



Klan meeting in 

Seattle, 23 March 

1923 

(Washington State 

Archives)



WEDDING IN SEDRO-WOOLEY (NEAR MT. 
VERNON), WASHINGTON, 1926 (RIGHT) 

SPOKANE CHRONICLE HEADLINE, 6 MAY 1925



MISS DRAKE’S CLASS, 
BERWICK, PENNSYLVANIA, 

20 APRIL 1920 

(LOWRY STUDIO)



PAROCHIAL SCHOOL, C. 1930
(OREGON HISTORICAL SOCIETY)



PAROCHIAL SCHOOL, C. 1930
(OREGON HISTORICAL SOCIETY)

Rhymes with parental oversight 
of school libraries and curriculum now



ABOVE: CLARENCE DARROW 
(LEFT) AND WILLIAM JENNINGS 

BRYAN

ANTI-EVOLUTION LEAGUE AT THE 
TRIAL, 25 JULY 1925 (RIGHT)



ABOVE: CLARENCE DARROW 
(LEFT) AND WILLIAM JENNINGS 

BRYAN

ANTI-EVOLUTION LEAGUE AT THE 
TRIAL, 25 JULY 1925 (RIGHT)

Rhymes with the ongoing 
debates over the degree faiths should 

inform law and practice



IMMIGRATION ZONES-–NATIONAL ORIGINS QUOTA ACT OF 1924



QUOTAS, THE REED-JOHNSON NATIONAL ORIGINS ACT, 1924

Country or Area Quota:
• Afghanistan—100 
• China—100 
• Denmark—1,181 
• Germany—25,957
• Great Britain and Northern Ireland 

65,721
• Japan—100 
• Italy—5,802

Country or Area Quota:
• Muscat (Oman) —100
• New Zealand—100
• Poland—6,524
• Ruanda & Urundi (Belgian 

colonies) —100
• Rumania—295
• South Africa, Union of—100
• Switzerland—1,707
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Country or Area Quota:
• Afghanistan—100 
• China—100 
• Denmark—1,181 
• Germany—25,957
• Great Britain and Northern Ireland 

65,721
• Japan—100 
• Italy—5,802

Country or Area Quota:
• Muscat (Oman) —100
• New Zealand—100
• Poland—6,524
• Ruanda & Urundi (Belgian 

colonies) —100
• Rumania—295
• South Africa, Union of—100
• Switzerland—1,707

Rhymes somewhat with ICE 
extracting immigrant Americans from 

their communities



The U.S. Border Patrol, 1924



The pseudo-science of 

Eugenics (1923)





Rates of compulsory 
sterilization in 
Washington State, 
1921 to 1983 

(Lutz Kaelber, University of 
Vermont)



THE COLONIES
American Sāmoa: 9000

Guam:  11,800

Philippines:  11 million

Puerto Rico: 1.4 million

Virgin Islands: 25,000

(10% of the U.S. population)



THE COLONIES
American Sāmoa: 9000

Guam:  11,800

Philippines:  11 million

Puerto Rico: 1.4 million

Virgin Islands: 25,000

(10% of the U.S. population)

Rhymes directly with Puerto Rico, 
the Virgin Islands, Guam, American 

Sāmoa, & the Mariana Islands



A DECADE
OF 

EXTREMES



A DECADE
OF 

EXTREMES

Rhymes with 
American politics today



JAMES N. ROSENBERG, DIES IRAE (OCT 29), (“DAY 
OF WRATH”) 1929

DUST STORM, STRATFORD, TEXAS 1935 (BELOW)



WITH QUESTIONS OR INQUIRIES ABOUT SOURCE INFORMATION 
CONTACT VETA SCHLIMGEN

SCHLIMGEN@GONZAGA.EDU
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